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Illness and Sickness Policy

Policy

This policy is about children’s attendance at nursery when they are unwell. It is our policy to keep children safe, promote good health and take necessary steps to prevent the spread of infection within our childcare setting. We promote hand-washing before eating or handling food and after using the toilet. As a general principle, children should not be in nursery when they are ill, both for their own welfare and also to be fair to other children and staff protecting them from becoming ill. In specific situations the appropriateness of attending nursery or not will need to be determined on a case by case basis. Ultimately, the nursery has the right to refuse admission to a child who is unwell: this decision will be taken by Senior Management.
Procedure

We aim to provide a safe, secure and healthy environment for all children attending the nursery, and to avoid the spread of illness. We will always follow the advice given to us by our registering authority, and children with specific contagious conditions, will have to stay away from nursery to protect the other children and return on managers discretion.

If a child arrives at our setting with a disease or illness, we believe to be infectious or that poses a risk to other children or staff, they will be sent home until fully recovered. If a child or member of staff has sickness or diarrhoea, they are not to return into the setting for a 48-hour period, from the last bought of sickness/diarrhoea. 

If a parent has knowingly sent a child into the setting with an infectious disease or illness or sooner than the exclusion period or managers discretion, your contract may be terminated. 

If a child is unwell but well enough to attend, we are happy to store and administer medication on the grounds that;
· Medication has been prescribed by a doctor, dentist, nurse or pharmacist,
· We are aware of the reason for medication
· We know the last dose and time given
· It is in original packaging and has the child’s name on
· Any new medication has been taken 24 hours before attending to eliminate the chance of reactions

If your child is to be given Calpol, Nurofen etc during their time at nursery it will be documented in the medicine book and signed by a parent. Blanket consent is not permitted. If your child has been given the above medication and symptoms don’t improve within 30 minutes, then we will contact parents/carers to come and collect.

If your child has 3 loose nappies within 1 day, you will be asked to collect them.

If your child becomes unwell while in our care we will attempt to contact both parents by phone call. If we have not had a response within half an hour we will call the emergency contacts. You may be asked to collect the child and seek medical advice. If we request for you to seek medical advice, your child will not be accepted back into the setting until this is done. In accordance to the signed contract, parents will be expected to pay for the child’s place even if they are excluded from the setting due to illness or sickness. 

Please ensure that you keep us up to date with all information regarding your child and that the contact detail are correct. Long term medical conditions are to be notified on registration to the setting. All new medical information regarding the child must be shared to ensure the best care can be provided. Relevant training will be provided for staff where administration of medicine that requires medical or technical knowledge. 

If a member of staff develops an infectious disease, we will inform all parents as soon as possible. We will notify you on the display in the entrance to the nursery and on the private Facebook page. We must notify Ofsted and the Health Protection Agency of any notifiable disease that have been identified. We will follow their advice. 
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